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TECHNOLOGIES

K-TUBE™

 1990     1991      1992     1993     1994    1995     1996     1997     1998     1999     2000   2001    2002     2003     2004     2005      2006     2007     2008    2009     2010    2011     2012    2013   2014

20
13K-Tube expands its 

cutting and cleaning 
department to meet 
the demand for high-
volume cut parts for 
the medical device 
industry.

19
93 K-Tube expands 

its capacity and 
capabilities again 
to begin supplying 
parts for fuel 
injectors to the 
automotive industry.

19
97 K-Tube moves into  

a new 70,000 state-
of-the-art facility  
in Poway, CA.

19
99 K-Tube provides 

direct-sales resources 
on the East Coast to 
support the market 
for medical needle 
fabricators. 

20
02 K-Tube responds 

to the market 
need for custom, 
technical tubing 
by constructing a 
metallurgy lab and 
developing in-line 
heat treating.

20
05 K-Tube implements 

initiatives to go 
green by eliminating 
hazardous solvents 
in the production 
process for tubing.

20
08 Direct, K-Tube’s 

online store, goes 
live, providing 
customers the 
option to purchase 
in-stock tubing for 
overnight shipping.

20
11 The Discover center 

opens to provide the 
market with design  
and development  
of low-volume 
prototypes.

K-Tube renews its 
commitment to 
be an adaptive 
and responsive 
organization 
focused on solving 
supply chain and 
development 
problems for 
customers who 
demand traceability, 
metallurgical 
expertise, and 
efficiency from their 
tubing and fiber 
optic supplier.

20
14

Manufacturing miniature stainless  
steel tubing for more than 40 years.

A HISTORY OF K-TUBE

 1974      1975      1976      1977      1978      1979      1980      1981      1982      1983      1984      1985      1986      1987      1988      1989         

Herb Karlinski 
begins research 
and development 
of a new process 
for laser welding 
miniature stainless 
steel tubing.

19
74 K-Tube begins 

commercial production 
on its first tube mill, 
which allows needle 
tubing to be laser 
welded with a wall 
thickness as small as 
.003 inches.

19
80 K-Tube develops 

a floating plug 
process to provide 
tubing that has 
both a smooth 
bore and ultra- and 
micro-thin walls. 

19
82 K-Tube provides 

stainless steel tubing 
to manufacturers of 
pressure gauges for 
fire extinguishers, 
replacing commonly 
used copper tubing. 

19
84 K-Tube begins 

development on 
optical fibers 
encased in stainless 
steel tubing for the 
cable industry.

19
85 K-Tube relocates and 

doubles its manufacturing 
space. Coils of Matte 
and Brite draw 
tubing can now be 
manufactured in high 
volume, lowering the 
cost to customers.

19
88

SLITTING SINKINGFORMING &  
LASER WELDING PLUGGING HEAT TREATING STRAIGHTENING

CENTERLESS 
GRINDING

CUTTING CLEANING PACKAGING INSPECTION
FIBER OPTIC
FILLED TUBING


